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\ roſe from the dead. pos \ 


HE Happ icſt 4 2 * * lb 
ject to this great Infirmity, That, over- 
| poking thoſe ſolid Bleſſings which they * 
B have, — ſet —— . ſome- 
what which they g wantzſome untry d Pleaſure, or 
Advantage, which i if they could but taſte, if they 
could but obtain, they ſliould chen be certainly 
and compleatly hleſt. And yet, no ſooner have 
any climb'd that Hill, which thus determines 
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A Sermon Fre 


their View at a diſtance, but a new Proſpect 
is open d to them, and they find themſelves as 
far remov d from the imagin d Point of Hap- 
In lt . er che ftanding Evidendes of the 
Truth of the Goſpel, though in themſelves moſt 
firm, ſolid and ſatisfying, yet make but faint 
Impreſſions on the Minds of many Chriſtians, 
who, after all the old Mitacles done by our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, are ſtill ready to demand 
new ones; to deſire, that ſome ſpecial Proof 
ſhould be given, fome extraordinary Application 
made, to Them in particular: and then they 
would reſign all theit Scruples; believe without 
Doubt, and obey without Reſerve. Thus do 
the Hnxodly reaſon with themſelves, but not aright, as 
che Lips of Truth have affard us: for If they 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, "neither will hey be 
perſuaded, tho' one roſe from the Dead. 1 
The Aſſertion is our Sa viour's, tho utter d by 
him in the Perſon of Abraham, the Father of the 
Faithful; who, on the account of that Character, 
s very ficly introduc'd, in the Parable concern- 
ing the Rich Man and Lazarss, declaring, what 
Arguments and Motives are moſt likely to pro- 
duce in Men that firm, unſhaken Faith in God, 
of which He himſelf was ſo illuſtrious a Pattern. 


The 


lutely, without regarding any of the Rules or 
Reſtraints of Religion; made the beſt of this 
World, and had no Hopes, no Thoughts of 
Another. Senſual Wits they were, who, tis pro- 
bable, took pleafare in ridiculing the Notion of a 
Life to come, and ſaying ſcornfully of it, That 
it was a Dark Invifible State, 'of which they 
knew nothing, and could not eaſily believe much, 
till they had ſome more Authentick Accounts of 
it than as yet had been given them. Might 
they indeed receive News from thence by an 
Hand that was to be relyd on; would any of 
their old Companions in Vice, who had made 
the fad Experiment, be ſo kind as to return and 
certifie them of what he had learnt z they ſhould 
readily give up their Aﬀent to ſo Commanding 
an Evidence, and ſuit their Practices to that Per- 
ſwaſion: but, till chey ſaw ſomewhat of this na- 
ture done, they deſir d to be excus d. 

To confute theſe Vain Reaſonings and Pre- 
tences, our Saviour made ule of that inſtructive 
and affecting Parable, which concludes with 
the Words f have read to you. Therein he 
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repreſents the Rich Epicure, lifting up his Eyes 
from the Place of Puniſhment allotted to him, 
diſcerning Abraham afar off, and Lazarus toge- 
ther with him in Glory ; and making this Re- 
- queſt; among others, to the Bleſſed Patriarch, 
That he would pleaſe to ſend Lazarus to his 
five Brethren, now alive, in order to teſtiſie unto 
them, leſt they alſo (lays he) come into this place 
of Torment. Inſtead of indulging him in his 
Requeſt for new Evidence, Abraham refers him 
to that which his Brethren already had; They 
have Moſes and the Prophets (ſays he,) let them 
hear Them; they have a ſtanding Revelation of 
God's Will and their own Duty, which was at- 
reſted in the moſt ſolemn, authentick and cre- 
dible manner, and is ſufficient to influence their 
Faith and Practice, if they do but attend to it. Not 
ſatisfied with this Anſwer, the Tormented Perſon 
again interpoſes his Opinion, That the Means of 
Conviction they enjoy d, though ſufficient, yet had 
not prevaild ; whereas the Expedient he now 
propos d, could not fail of Succeſs : Nay, Fa- 
ther Abraham , but if onewent unto them from the 
Dead, they will repent. He thought ſo, but 
Abraham knew otherwiſe ; and therefore ſhuts 
up the Diſcourſe with this full and final Re- 
ſolution of the Caſe; That, if they heard not 
Moles and the Prophets, neither would they be per- 

ſuaded, 
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ee 1 though one roſe from / the ; Did. The 
Meaning ol, which Words, when caſt into a. 


General e is, That © They, who are 
2 uc'd to- Believe and Live as they 

e |, by thoſe- Diſcoveries- which God 
7 


„and thoſe Commands which he 
given to them in Scripture, would ſtand- 
gut againſt any Evidence, any Application 
dever, even that of a Meſſen er, ſent 
. e from che other World, to intorm and 
©reclaim,them. g 
This Truch doth, [ confeſs, carry a very ſur- 
priſing Sound with. it, and is not likely to be 
re readily 1 upon the firſt Propoſal. That 
pol. therefore ſet it in as clear a Light as is 
poſſible, I ſhall ee in what: follows, 


N To Sate and Limir the due Fxren ab Wat 


I. T. o . and Prove: the Truth, "ſp 
Raced, by .various Arguments and Reſlections. . 
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ſuch Perſons only, as are placed in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances with the five Brethren of the Parable; 
ſuch, conſequently, as have been born, where 
the True Religion is profeſs d, and bred up in 
the Belief of it; have had all the early Preju- 


dices of Education on the ſide of Truth, and all 


manner of Opportunities and Advantages to- 
wards being acquainted with the Groumds of it; 


and yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, 


have ſhut their Eyes againſt it, and withſtood 
its Force. For as to Others, who have liv'd'un- 


der the Guidance of Reaſon alone, withoue the 
Aſſiſtance of Supernatural Light, it is highly = | 
| che 


bable, that though Moſes and the Prophets, 


Tenor of a Divine Revelation] when firſt pro- 


pos d to them, ſhould nor, yet Miracles, or a Meſ- 
— from the Dead. would perſuade them by accor- 
ding to what is elſewhere laid down by our Sa- 
viour; That, Tf the Mighty Works which were 
done in Chorazin and Berhlaida, had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented in Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes. 2 22TH fol SUE QL OL I 
Secondly, Neither is the Aſſertion to be rigo- 
roully extended even to All theſe, who have been 


educated under the Influence of a Divine Reve- 


lation, and yet livd in Oppoſition to the Rules 
-of it: for there is great Reaſon to believe, that 
many 


Firſt, That it is evidenily to be underſtood of = 
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many Perſons, who, through the Hear of dar 


Luſts and Paſſions, through the Contagion of 


ill Example, or too deep an Immerſion in the 


Affairs of Life, ſwerve exceedingly from the 


Rules of their Holy Faith; and yet would, upon 
ſuch an extraordinary Warning as is mention d 
in the Text, be brought to comply with them. 


But this Truth is pointed chiefly, if not ſolely; . 


ago Sinners of the firſt Rate, who have caſt off 
all Regard for Piety and Goodneſs ; have ſet up 
for a Life of Senſe, and are wicked by Prin- 
ciple: for ſuch likewiſe thoſe Five Brethren were; 
they livd in the ſame Degree of Luxury and 
Uncharitableneſs ; as their dead Brother had 
done; they heard not Moſes and the Prophets, be- 
x ing of Rel gion, of ir's Threatnings, 
u 


liev 
or its P 


would not be ſufficien 


t to reclaim them. We 


Iles ; look d upon all Revelation as a 
Cheat, and all Pretenders to it as Impoſtors. 
Ol ſuch; as theſe we muſt ſuppoſe, the Text to 
affirm', that even a Meſſage from the Dead 


Thindy, That even of theſe proigus Fg 


tures themſelves it is not ſaid, That ſo aſtoniſh-' 


ing a Scene would make no manner of Im- 
preſſion, would have no preſent Influence upon 
them; bur only, That it would not produce a 


laſting Effect, nor work a thorough Converſion. 


or” ſt 
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It is certain, that chey would be very much rouz d 


and awaken'd by ſuch a Sight; bur they would 
not, however, be convinc'd> and reſormd : K 


wan, ſays the Original; a Word of Tome. 


Force, which ſeems to ſignifie, that they would! 
ſcarce ſo far be wrought upon by it as: to change 
their whole Mind and Courſe of Life, and to be- 
come New Creatu ee. 44 

Regard cps, Om theſe ſeveral Reſttictions, 
the Doctrine of the Text may, I-think, be more 
fully repreſented to you aſter this manner; 
That, where Men have been brought up in the 
« firm Belief of a Divine Revelation, and H 
c afterwards ſhaken it off, have reaſon d them 
< ſelves not only into a Disbelief, but a Contempt 
© of it; and given themſelves up to commit Iniquity + 
cc with greedineſs z in ſuch a caſe, the ſtanding or- 
4 dinary Means of Conviction failing to influence 
them, it is not to be expected, that any extraot- 
e dinary Means, of what kind ſoever, ſhould be 
© able to do it; no, not tho one ſhould come 
* from the Dead on purpoſe to warn them oftheit 
* Danger. For, however ſuch a Meſſage might 
« ſtartle· and amaze them at the firſt, might for a 
4 while · put new. Thoughts, new Reſolutions into 
« them-z yet it would work no Total Change: 
They, who were abſolute Infidels before ſuchi 
4 Meſſage, would, in all probability, continue 
nfidels ſtill. Which 
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"Which: Truth, thus largely ex plain d and fta- 
coli I go on now, on me 

Id General Head, to Confirm and proveto you 
by: various Arguments and Reflections. And, 
Hirſt, we will Suppoſe that ſuch a Meſſage from 
the Dead as Thar, 3 which the Rich Man here 


| intercedes, is really in it felf an Argument of 
greater ſtrength and force to perſwade a Sinner 


out of the Error of his Ways, chan any ſtanding 
Revelation, how well ioever atteſted and confir- 
2 2 1 rue nevertheleſs, that f it would not 

fo It is norfor want of Strength, * che 


= Randing Ordinary ways of Proof are rejected, but 
for: want of Sincetity and a diſintereſted Mind in 


thoſe' to whom they are propos d; and the ſame 


want of Sincerity, the ſame adheſi on to Vice, and 
| 2 Goodnels, will be equally a Reaſon 


for their rejecting anyſproof whatſoever. The Evi- 
dence, they had before, was enough, amply enough 
to convince them; but they were reſolv d not to 


be convincd: anden hoſe, who are reſolv d not 
to be convincd, all Motives, all Arguments are 


equal: - He chat ſhins his Eyes againſt a ſmall 
glimmering Light, on purpoſe to avoid the Sight 


ſame reaſon) ſhut them alſo againſtithe Sun it 
ſelf-; and not be brough 


G3 to 
122. 


t to ſee chats, which 
| be had no mind to ſee, let it be placd in never 


of ſome what that diſpleaſes him, would (for the 


ſo clear a Light, and never ſo near him. The 


Truth is, ſuch Men underſtand by their Wills; 
and believe a thing True, or Falſe, meerly as it 
agrees, or diſagrees with a violent Inclination: and, 
therefore, whilſt that Inelination laſts in it's 
ſtrength, they diſcern nothing of che different des 
grees of Evidence, nor diſtinguifh at all between 
a weak Motive and a. ſtrong one. But, 
2dh, A Motive, however ſtronger in it ſelf 
than Another, may yet make a weàker Impreſſi- 
on, when employ d, aſter that the Motive of leis, 
though ſufficient, ſtrengtk hath been already reſiſt- 
ed. For the Mind doth, by every degree of affe- 
cted Unbelieſ, contract more and mote of a ge» = 
neral Indiſpoſition towards Belicving: ſo that 
fuch a Proof, as would have been elos d with cers 
tainly at the firſt, mall be ſet aſide cally aſter- 
wards, when a Man hath been us d to diſpute 
himſelf out of plain Truths, and to go againſt 
the Light of his own Underſtanding. Tis in In- 
fidelity, as in a vicious Courſe of Life; a ſturdy 
hardned Sinner 4hall advance to the utmoſt pitch 
of Impiety with leſs difficulty, leſs reluctance of 
Mind, than perhaps he took firſt Reps in a Wick» 


ednefs , whilſt his Conſcience was yet Vigilane 


and Tender. Should, therefore, the Evidence of 
ene riſing from the Dead be in ic ſelf more pow- 
exſul than chat of the ſtanding Goſpel - Prooſs, yet, 

| . ve 


he aw, the Imagery of a Melancholick Fancy, 
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ve Ee, it would operare as little or leb than . 


upon a Perſon who had beforchand rejected thoſe 
Proots. Nay, 


a irſelſ contribute to fruſtrate the Efficacy of 


it; as it makes it liable to be ſuſpected by Him to 


whom it is addreſsd. He is conſcious, how 
hetle he hach deſery'd ſo Extraordinary a Privi- 
- how much rather lie hach deſerv d to have 
the Ordinary Means of Grace withdrawn, which 
he hath 10-1! long baſſted and defy'd*: and he will, 
therefore; as ſoon as his firſt Surprize is over, juſt- 


ly begin to wonder how ſuch a Pavoiir came 


wo. be- beftow'd on him; why God Thould, 


el Kis fake, do what perhaps was never before 
done, ſince che —— the World were 
lad ſhould reverſe the Laws of Nitttre, mere- 


ly to produce 'an-EffeR, 'which rends rather co 

read the Intereſts of lrreligion than ſto — 
Growth of it; which encoutages Men to 
vicious as they can, in order to qualifie rey 
ſelves for God's greareſt indulgeneies and Mercies: 


_ chat (he well Knows): is His only Qualifica- 


r daes been ſome Miſtake, or Deluſion in 
this Matter. I be a meer Dream; which 


ſuch. as riow and . 
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He will conclade; cherefore, -Thit there 
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Thoug ul. Men, when their Spirits are low, 
and the Spleen hath gotten Poſſeſſion of them 5 and 
ſuch as they miſtake at char Time for? a Reality, 
though they are afterwards ſatisſy d, that it Had no 
Exiſtence any here but in their Own diſorderd 


Imagination. 


. * 
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a | 910 r 23 
Or, if he cannot help believing, that ſuch chingshe 
ſaw and heard, he may ſtill have room to believe, 


3 That, what this Airy Phantoſm ſaid, is notabſol 
| lutely to be rely d on: fer it might be one of 
| - thoſe Ill natur d Beings, . who are at Enmity with 


Mankind, and do therefore take Pleaſure in di- 
8 ſturbing and perplexing their Minds, and filling 
Wl | them with Vain and Groundleſs Terrors. Or 
1 it might, after all, be one of his jocund Unbe- 
| lieving Acquaintance | now alive,] dreſsd up in 
ſuch a Form, and acting ſuch a Part, on purpoſe 
to get the Advantage of his Credulity, and to ex- 


0 * him. g — oy , 4241 = * = 
| But whoever, or whatever it was, tis not 
| conceivable that it ſhould be indeed that very 
| . | - . 7 
j Perſon, whoſe Shape and Voice it aſſumd: for 


it there be any ſuch thing as Hell, he is certain- 
ly tormented in the Flames of it. And while he 
is ſo, can it be imagin d that he ſhould either 
be enough at eaſe, or have Concern and Com- 
paſſion enough for his ſurviving Friends, to con- 
trive ſuch Expedients for their Recovery? and b 
* ch 
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chil means defeat himſelf of the Pete n may 1 
one day hope for in their Company? Damn d 
Spitits 35 not, ſurely, uſe to entertam fs chari- 
table Deſigns: They muſt needs be all Envy, 
Deſpair, and Rage; and have ſo much of the 
Diabolical Nature in them, as to wiſh- rather 
that all Men ſhould ſhare; chan endeavour dit 
am ſhould eſcape their Tor ments. 

For theſe and many other Reaſons, which the 
Evil Spirit, who is ever ready to affiſt Men's 
Doubts, on theſe Occaſtons, will be ſure to in- 
fuſe, hell duet his Judgment” of this ſtrange 
Event a whiile, till he hath'tonfſider d' farthet of it 
In the mean time, during this Suſpence, the Heat” 
ofthe Impreſſion abates, and that of his Luſts 
and Paſſions returns; and chen tis odds but the 
Scale turns at laſt on Natures ſide, and che Evi- 
dence of 'Ofie or TM.Qag Senſes gives way to the 
United Bent and Fendency of al the Five.  Eſpe- 

cially” if it be conſiderd,; 

4060 How far cheſe Suſpicions of has will be 
;nprov'd and he I by the Naillery and 
Laughter he will be ſure to meet with, on this 
— from his old Friends and Compatiions. 
e may'imagin, whar a Reception t Vaud 
give to- luck a Sry, and the Teller of ib; how 
many pfeafant and- gay Things they wud 
oy on this © ſerious. Occaſion : © which © 2 
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̃ all 


have ſo much che keener- Edge, in the preſent 


caſe, becauſe they are turn d upon One, who, tis 
-probable, | hath taken the like Tibetries before; 
-hach himſelf laugh d with them on this very Sup- 


poſition as loudly, and ridicul d ſuch Idle Tales as 


heartily as any Man. They will be ſure , 
therefore, to put him in mind of his own waking 


Thoughts, cer theſe Dreams had as yet made their 


Impreſſion on his Fancy, and to encounter him 


with thoſeReaſonings, and that Scorn, with which 
he us d to encounter others, on the like Occaſions ; 
till they have made him afham'd firſt to Vouch the 
Truth of che Relation, and: afterwards even to 
credit it. For, when a Man is ſurrounded on all 
ſides. with Oppoſition and Contempt for believ- 
ing, what he himſelf would not have believ d, up- 
on the Relation of another, and what, for his Vi- 
ces ſake, he paſſionately wiſhes he may not have 
reaſon to believe ; tis not hard to imagin, how 
he may be brought to 12 up the cleareſt Evi- 
| 


dence, and ſuffer himſelt to be diſputed out of his 
Senſes. But if all the Engines, fail of doing the 
Work, z ; vet, | 

bn Time, and a Succrſhen of other Obj ects 


ing it about. Every day the Impreſſion 
loſes ſomewhat of it's. Force, ank 


grows weaker 


till at length it. comes to lie under, the ſame Diſ- 
dene wich the ſtanding Proofs of the Goſpel, 


that 


brfore hr. QUEEN. 
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that is, co be diſtant; and, accordingly, to 6p 


rate alſo (as thoſe, and all other diſtant things do) 


but faintly upon cateleſs unawaken d Minds. 


They who attend fick Beds will tell you, how of- 


ten they have met with Caſes not unlike this; 
wherein Men, upon the near approach of Death 


have been rouz d up into ſuch a * Senſe of 


their Guilt, ſuch a paſſionate degree of 'Concet 

and Remorſe, that, if ten thoufing' oſts had 
appeard to them, and Hell it felf had been laid 
open flaming to their View, they could ſcarce 
have a fuller Convi&ion, or a greater Dread of 
their Danger : and ye, no ſooner had the Diſtem- 
per left them, but their good Thoughts and Reſo- 
Iutions began to leave them too, till they had at laſt, 
perhaps, forgotten their firſt Fears and Agonies 


as much as i they. had never felt them, their ſo- 


lemn Vows and Promiſes as thoroughly as] hey 
had never made them. Thus, in All likelyhood, 
would it be with the Libertine who ſhould haye 
ſuch à Viſit from the other World. The firſt 
Horror and Aﬀtonifhment i raid,” would go off 
by degrees; as new Thoughts, new Diverfions 
came on; it would be driven out by Buſineſs, or 
Pleaſure, or the various Accidents of Life that 
mi — beſal him; till at laſt he came 
rear to reflect upon it with a5 much Indiffetence 
as if it were a Story only, which he had heard, or 

C read, 
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Tead, and which he himſelf was no ways con- 


Jeſus and his Apoſtles, did this very 
which is requir d to be done, raiſed Men and 


cern d in. 

Hitherto J have Suppos d, That the Evi- 
dence of one Ariſen from the Dead hath real- 
ly the Advantage, in point of Force and Effi- 
cacy, of any ſtanding Revelation, how well 
ſoever atteſted and confirm d; and, proceed- 
ing on that Suppoſition, I have endeavour'd to 
ſhew, That it ought not, however, to be 
granted, becauſe it would certainly not be 
comply'd with. But the Truth is, and, _ 
a fair Ballance of the Advantages on either ſide, 
it will appear, that the common ſtanding 
Proofs of the Goſpel, are a more probable and 

werful Means of Conviction, than any ſuch 
or Miracle; And that, 

1ſt, For this plain Reaſon, Becauſe they in- 
clude in them that very kind of Evidence, 
which is ſuppos'd to be ſo powerful; and 
do, withal, afford us ſeveral other Addi- 
tional Proofs, of great Force and Clearneſs. 

Among many Arguments, by which the 
Truth of our Religion is made out to us, This 
1s but One, that the Promulgers of it , Chriſt 
thing 


Women from the Dead, not once only, but 
often, in an indiſputable manner, and before 
many 


before the QUEEN. 


many Witneſſes. St. Feter rais d Dorcas, 

Saviour rais d the Rulers Daughter, the Wi- 
dow's Son, and Lazarus; the firſt of theſe, 
when he had juſt. expir d; the ſecond, as he 
was carried to the Grave on his Bier; and the 


third, after he had been ſome time buried : 


and having, by theſe gradual Advances, mani- 
feſted his Divine Power, he at laſt exerted the 
| higheſt : and moſt glorious Degree of it 5 and 
raiſed Himſelf alſo, by his Own All- quicken- 
ing Virtue, and according to his Own expreſs 
Prediction. We did not indeed ſee theſe 
things done; but we have ſuch Authentick Ac- 
counts of them. that we can no more doubt of 
their having been done, than if we had actu- 
ally ſeen them. Fot though no Evidence af- 
feds the Fancy ſo ſtrongly as that of Senſe; 
yet there is Other Evidence, which gives as 
full Satisfation, and as clear a Conviction to 
Our Reaſon: fo that there are ſome diſtant 
Matters of Fact, of the Truth of which we are 
as certain, as we are of what happens before 
our Eyes; the concurring Accounts of many 
ſuch Witneſſes, as were every way qualified to 
inform us, and could have no Intereſt in de- 
ceiving us, and ſeal d the Truth of their Teſti- 
mony with their Blood, rendring it (Morally, 
as we ſpeak, or, as we might ſpeak) Abſolutely 
„ im- 
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impoſſible that thele things ſhould be falſe. And 
what can we ſay more for the Evidence that comes 
by the Senſes? for can any thing be more certain 
than That, which tis impoſſible ſhould: nor be 
true? And of this nature are many of thoſe mi- 
raculous Facts, upon which the Truch of our 
Religion is founded ; particularly, that moſt im- 
Itant Miracle of all, the Reſurrection of our 
ord ; It is ſo convincingly” atteſted, by ſuch 
Perfons,with ſuch Circumſtances, that: They, who 
give themſelves Jeiſure ro conſider and weigh the 
Teſtimony, at what diſtance ſoever they ate plac d 
from the Fact itſelf ,. cannot help cloſing wich 
it, nor entertain any more Doubt of the Refurre- 
dtion, than they do of the Cucifion of Jeſs. 
And therefore, I ſay, if this Miracle of Chriſt's 
Riſing from the Dead heretofore be not ſufficient 
to convince a reſoly'd Libertine, neither would the 
raiſing of one now from the Dead be ſufficient for 
that Purpoſe ; ſince it would only be doing that 
over again which hath been done-already; and of 
the Truth of which (all things confidet'd) we 
have as much reaſon to be ſatisfied, as if we our 

felves had ſtood by and ſeen it. | 
Thus far the Old ſtanding Proofs of the Go- 
ſpel, and the New Miracle demanded are (in rea- 
lity and right Reaſon) Equal; and ſhould there- 
fore (reaſonably) have Equal Influence and Effect. 
| But 


0 
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Bur chere are alfo ſeveral other Acceſſory Proofs; ; 


by which the Truth of the Goſpel was ther Ae. 
monſtrated. It Was atteſted . by Miracles of 
all ſors, done in gteat Variety” and Number; 

by the viſible centring of all the Old Ptopheties 
in the Perſon of Chfiſt, and by the Completion 
oft choſe Prophecies Hinte, which He himſelf ut- 
ter d; by the Hoy and Unblemiſrd Lives, the 
| Conſtant Suffering“ Ad Deaths of the publiſhers 
of chis Religion, and by the ſurpaſſing Excellence 
of chat Heavenly Doctrine which they publiſh d; 


finally, by the miraculous Increaſe of th e Profel- 


lors of Chtiſtianiy, 'withour any viſible" Grunge 
and Canfes,” and contrary to all human Probabi⸗ 
hey and Appearinct. Now, if the Proof of a 
ſuture State by an imtnediate Appe earatice of one 
from the Dead be (iti add at the bottom) but 
Equal to chat ſingle Proof of Chriſtianity, taken 


from our Lord's Reſurrecxion how much infetiour | 


muſt it be to theſe ſeveral Proofs United? and, 
cherefore; how little Probability is there that He, 
who is not wrotight4ipon by the one; would be 
convincid by the other But 1 have "rior rirtie to 
purſue this fruitful Head of Argument as far as it 
deſerves; by diſplaying, firft, che General Evi- 
dences d our Religion in all their Force and 
Brightneſs, and; then, comparing t them with That 


of a ne Appatition ; ; and, by this means, 
| | Caleu- 
3 
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Calculating, as it were, the er Degrees 
of Credibility and Conviction, by which the 
One of theſe ſurpaſſeth the Other. -Such an 
Attempt would carry me beyond the Bounds 
of a ſingle Diſcourſe. I have Room only at 
preſent to ſuggeſt a General Reflection or two, 
which may contribute to illuſtrate this Teint; 
and proceed therefore to obſerve, 
2dly, Another great Advantag e which the 
Pi Proofs of the Goſpel bans over ſuch. 
-an Extraordinary Appearance ; in as much as 
This hath all it's Force at once, upon the firſt 
Impreſſion, and is everafterwards in a declining 
State; ſo that the longer it continues upon the 
Mind, and the oftner it is thought of, the 
more it loſes ; whereas Thoſe, on the contrary, 
gain Strength and Ground ooo us by Degrees, 
and the more they are conſider d — weigh. d, 
the more they are approvd. 
There is alike Difference between the ways 
in which theſe ſeveral Proofs operate, as there 
is between the ſeveral Impreiſions made upon 
. Thoughtful. Minds by the Works of Art and 
of Nature, The Worksof Art, which are moſt 
nice and curious, ſtrike and ſurprize us moſt 
upon the firſt View ; but the better acquainted 
we are with them, the leſs we wonder atthem : 
| Whereas the Works of Nature will bear a 
Thou- 


22 


—o—_— co —— — — n 
” 


Thouſand Views and Reviews, and will ſtill 
appear new to us. The more frequently and 
narrowly we look into them, the more occa- 
ſion we ſhall have to admire. their fine and ſub- 
tle Texture, their Beauty, and Uſe, and Excel- 
lent Contrivance. The fame may we ſay of 
the ſtanding Evidences of the Goſpel; Every 
time they are conſider d and enquir d into, they 
gain upon fincere unbiaſs d Minds, appear 
ſtill more Reaſonable and Satisfactory than be- 
fore, and more worthy every way of that 
inimitable Power and Skill which wrought 
them; and, on that Account, they are, doubt- 
leſs, better contrivd to work a rational, a 
deep, and durable Conviction in us, than thoſe 
Aſtoniſhing Motives are, which exert all their 
Force at once, upon the firſt propoſal. _ An 
Argument, that will take ſure hold of the Un- 
derſtanding, muſt be ſome time working it's 
way into it ; as thoſe Trees, which have the 
ſloweſt Growth, are, for that. Reaſon, of the 
longeſt Continuance. To all which we may 
add in the | 


3d Place, That, let the Evidence of ſuch 


a particular Miracle be never ſo bright and 
clear, yet it is. ll but Particular; and muſt 
therefore want that kind of Force, that Degree 
of Influence, which accrues to a ſtanding Gene- 


ral 
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ral Proof, from its haying been try cd, and ap- 
prov d, and conſented to by Men of all Rane 
and Capacities, of all Fempers and Intereſts, of 
all Ages and Nations. A Wiſe Man is then beſt 
ſatisfy d: with his own Reafonings and Perſuaſions, 


when he finds that Wile and Conſidering Men 


have in the like manner Reaſond, and been in 
like manner Perfuaded; that the fame Argument, 
which weighs with Him, hath weigh'd with Thou- 


' ſands and Ten thouſand times ten thouſands be- 
fore him; and is ſuch as hath born down all Op- 
poſition, wherever it hath been fairly propos d, 


and calmly conſider d. Such a' Reflection, though 


it carries nothing perfectly Decifiveiq it, yet cre- 
ates a mighty Confidence Ti his, Breaſt, and 
ſtrengthens him much in his Opimon. Whereas 


he who is to be wrought upon by a ſpecial 
Miracle, hath no Helps, no Advantages of this 


kind toward clearing his Doubts, or ſupporting 
his Aſſurance. All the Force of the Motive lies 
entirely 

teral Stre 


within it ſelf; it receives no Colla- 
ngth from External Confiderations, it 
wants thoſe degreesof Credibility that ſpring from 
Authority and concurring Opinions: which is 


one Reaſon why (as I told yon) a Man is capa- 
ble of being diſputed out of the Truth and Rea- 


— 


lity of ſuch a Matter of Fact, chough he ſay it 
£2911 IB MAW (4370002000 29 


with his Eyes. 
This 


e 


* 


ng 


Truth, to eficoul _ of WWW 

eren theſe een Reltections together, 
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and we ſhal 


IIIa. General Head directs, to-dediice the ſeve- III. 
ral Inferences which I intended, . And. 
Firſt, We leatn from hence, what is the true 
Uke and End of Miracles: They are not Private, 
2 | E 


| but 
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but Publick Proofs; 1 


not Things to be done in 4 
Corner, for the ſake of ſingle Perſons, but before 
Multitudes, and in the Face of the Sun. Again, 
They are Signs to thoſe who believe not, not to 
thoſe who believe: I mean, that the Great, the. 
Chief End of them is, to eſtabliſh the Truth of a 
New Revelation in thoſe Countries where it is 
firſt promulg d and propagated ; not to Confirm 
Men in the Belief of it, after it is ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſh'd. . Miracles are the immediate Act of Om-- 
nipotence, and, therefore, not to be employ d, but 
where the Importance of the Occaſion abſolutely 
requires them : much leſs are they to be -10w 5 
where they are neither requiſite, nor likely to ke 
ceed ; as the caſe is, where Thoſe, who are not 
convinc'd by the Old Miracles, demand” New. 
ones. It follows from hence, © © 

. Secondly, That we have reat reaſon, to Took, 
upon the high Pretenſions which the Roman Church. 
makes to Miracles, as groundleſs, and to reject. 
her Vain and Fabulous accounts of them. Malk 
the Saints, which have place in her peculiar Ca- 
lendar, were, if you will believe Here converted 
by Miracles; Apparitions, Viſions, and Inter- 
courſes of all kind between the Dead and the 
Living, are the frequent and familiar Embelliſh- 

ments of thoſe pious Romances, her Legends; 
whick exceed the Scripture it ſelf in Wonders, 2 


I 
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* 
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do indeed, by that means contradict the Doctrine 
and Deſign of it: for where Moſes and the Pro- 
hets are receiy d, there a continu'd Sueceſſion of 
Miracles is needlek ; and, conſequently, not to 
be expected, believ d, or ee, It may be a 
Third Uſe of what "hy been ſaid, to tai an 
occaſion from thence of Conſi dering, how ſure 
the Foundation of Cod ſtaudeth, (that: Foundation! of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, upon which the Church is built, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the Head Corner-ſtone,as the 
Collect for this Day ſpeaks] ; how very ſtrong 
and irrefragable the firſt i. of Chriſtiani- 
ty needs mult. be, ſince they appear (both from 
Reaſon and Revelation) to be — h, as that They, 
who reſiſted them, would reſiſt every thing be⸗ 
ſides them. But this is ſufficiently underſtood 
from the whole Tenour of the preceding Argu- 
ment; Which inſtructs us alſo, in thjie 
10 Fourth place, to condemn the Folly and 


Impiety of thoſe Perſons ( for Ski there 


have been) who have oblig d themſelyes to each 


other, to appear aſtel Death, and give an account 
oß their padre im another World; and the 


worſe Uſe that hath. been made? of theſe Ill Con- 
tractz, when the ſurviving Parry hath harden'd 
himſelf ; in his Wickedneſs, upon the Others Failure, 


lc is Kupidly-fooliſh,) chps, 


ede an Bre which we er not 
. whether 
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A Sermon Prenched 


whether God will ſuffer, and which, we have all 


the Reaſon imaginable to think, he will not ſuffer 
to take place. It it mighty Impious, to reſolve to 
perſiſt in our Unbelief, till fomething more i 

done for our Conviction, than God hath thought 
fit ſhould be done for the Conviction of any 
Man in our Circumſtances. An Apoſtle indeed 
once ſaid, Except I ſhall fee in his Hands the Print 
of the Nails, and put my Finger into the Print of the 
Nails, and thruſt my Hand into his fide, I will not 

believe ; and God was pleas d to ſtoop to his Requeſt, 
and- to plant the Faith in his Heart by- ich an 

Experiment. But it was on the account of the 
Publick Character he was to bear, as an Apoſtle, 
that is, a Witneſs of the Reſurrection of Chriſt to 
the reſt of the World; and it might, therefore, 
be fit, that He himſelf ſhould, in a very Particu- 
lar and Extraordinary way, be fatisfy'd of it; 
not merely for his Own ſake, but for the ſake of 
all Thoſe who ſhould afterwards believe in his 
Teſtimony. The mannier of his Conviction was 
deſign d, not as a peculiar Privilege to Him; but 
as a ſtanding Miracle, a laſting Argument for 


the Conviction of Others, to the very End of 


the World: Beſides, though flow of. Belief, he 
was at the bottom Honeft and Sincere ;' not led 


into theſe Doubts by his Luſts and Vices, not a 


Revolter from the Truth which he had once em- 
ET f brac d: 


— 
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bracd: And they, therefore, have no Reaſon 
to expect to be favourd, as He was, who ſtand 
not poſſeſs d of any One of thoſe Qualifications 


ing) the very Reverſe oF his Character. 
taught to correct a Vain Thought, which we are 
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Fifthly, From the ſame Truth we may alſo be 


fametimes apt to entertain; That, if it had been 


Our Lot to converſe with Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles, and to be Eye · witneſſes of their Miracſes; 


we ſhould, by ſuch an Advantage, have been ſe- 


cur'd from any Degree of Doubt or Infideliry : 
Whereas certain it is, that They, who, at this 


Diſtance from the firſt Riſe of the Goſpel, aſter 


weighing the ſeveral Evidences of it, waver in 
theit Faith, would have waver d, though they had 


ſeen the firfk Promulgets of it work Wonders. 


Even that Sight itſelf did not hinder mary, to 
whom the Goſpel was firſt preach d, from turning 


it into Laſciviouſneſs, and deming the Lord Feſus,, 


as St. Jude complains. Deceiv'd we are, if we 


think, that God hath not furniſſid every Age of 
the Church with ſufficient Indiicements-to- receive 


the Faith; and the lateſt Ages, perhaps, with the 
ſtrongeſt Inducements to it. Indeed, the Luſtre 
ofthe Primitive Miracles is now wanting to us: 


but then we are freed alſo from ſeveral Inconve- 


niences, under whickr the firſt Chtiſtians labour d, 
14+ 
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A Sermon Preached before 


and we enjoy likewiſe ſeveral Advantages which 
they wanted. We have no Original Prejudices 
againſt the Goſpel, to ſubdue, as They had; for we 
have been educated in the Belief of it: We are not 


tempted, as They were, to revolt from it by 


.the Dread of Dangers and Death ; for all man- 


ner of Encouragments attend Our Profeſſion of it. 
The miraculous Succeſs of the Apoſtles Preach- 
ing, and the Accompliſhment of many of their 
Predictions, which to thoſe early Chriſtians were 
Matters of Faith only, are to Us Matters of Sight 
and Experience. And we, that live at the great- 
eſt Diſtance from the Age of the Apoſtles, have 
in this the Advantage of ſuch as were much 
nearer to them; That even theſe laſt and worſt 
of times have produc d the beſt Apologies, for our 
Faith, the moſt Accurate, and Rational, and 
Unanſwerable Accounts of the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity. To apply, therefore, the Words of Solo- 
non to the preſent caſe; Say not thou, What is the 
Cauſe that the Former Days were better than Theſe? 
for thou doſt not er wiſely of this thing. 
The Laſt. Inference, which the Doctrine de- 
liver d ſuggeſts to us, is, That we ſhould from 


-n- WT . ; 4." 
\ thence be invited to magnifie and fo. adore the 


Divine Wiſdom, which hath ſo order d-the; firſt 
Proofs and Evidences of our Faith, that they will 
be equally ſatis factory and convincing to the End 


of 
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of the World. 1 know (faith che Wiſe Man) that | 


whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for ever: nothing 
can be put to it, nor, any thing taken from it ; and God 
doth it that Men: ſhould fear before him. Eccl. iii. 14. 
Accordingly, he hath propos d a ſtanding Reve- 
lation, ſo well confirm d by Miracles, once for all, 
that it ſhould be needleſs to recur to them ever 
afeerwards. for, the Conviction of any Man, who 
was, born within the Pale of Chriſcianiry. This 
was the ſhorteſt, the fitteſt, and wischt way that 
could have OY taken; - the. beſt ſuited to the 
Majeſty of God, and to the other, Methods of 
by ts DOGS and the moſt accommodated alſo 
Nature, Capacities, and Intereſt; of Men. 
Ih a * below him, by] an Immediate Inter- 
poſition of his Omnipotence, to have been, ap- 
pealing every, day to: his Creatures for the Truth 
of his Religion; an. Endleſs, and an Unberom- 
ing Task, to be put upon offering n 
Proofs, for the Conviction of Impigus Men, 
oſten as their nſdeſcy ſhould be pleased to 
mand them Not. ſo doch he proceed in the Go- 
vernment. of the Natural World: He made it, in- 
deed, at the firſt, aſter a Miraculous and lacompre- 
henſible manner; but he ſteers and ditects the Al- 
fairs of it, ever ſince, by ſtanding Rules and, Laws; 
and by the Ordinary Miniſtry, of, Second Caules. 


Wit Equal Wiſdom. hath he: Temper d the Copy 
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act of the Moral World e. For, though ke 
uſher'd in the Mofatc and Chriſtian Inſtitutions by 
a great Variety of amazing Signs and Wonders; 
yet, as ſoon as the Truth of choſe Revelatiorts was 
thus illuſtriouſſy maniſeſted, and the Accounts of 
theſe things were committed to Writing, Miracles 
in great meaſure ceas d; and the Appeal aſter- 
wards was to the written Word fo the Law,* and 
to the T. eftimony ], which opply d the Room of 
Indeed, Motives har addreſs hernſlves 
to our Reaſon, are fitteſt to be employ d upon 
Neaſonable Creatures: It is no ways co 

that God ſhould be always frightning and 5 
ing Men into an — the Truth, 
who were made to be wrought upon by calm 
Evidence, and gentle Methods of Perſuaſtom 
Should fuch a Miracle be indulg d to One, 
Others would think themſelves equally entitled to 
it; and, if indulg d to many, it would no lo 
have the Effect of a Miracle, it's Force and Inff 
ence would be loſt by che Frequ ency of it. Or: 
ſup: oſing it to continue in its fulE Strength, how 
often ſoever repeated; yet the Faith it produt d 
wa not be fo free and voluntary an Act, as 
That ought to be, to which are annex d all the 
Glorious and Invaluable Privileges of Believing, 
In a word, Good Men have no need of a Mira- 
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de; for thy are convingd Without it? And it 
would be of dan gerous Conſequence to che Bad; 


for They, we fad, would not, even with it; de 
convinc d. And, therefore; the Allowance of ſuch 
a; Favour. to chem would ſervẽ only, to render 
them more Obdurate, and more Inexcuſable; it 
would enhanſe their Guilt, and increaſe their 
Condemnation. 
Let us then. from theſe; * ſuch Conſi dera- 
tions as theſe, be led to reverence the Infinite Wiſs 
dom and Goodneſs of God, in all his Tranſ- 
actions with Men! Let us learn, not to diſpute 
the Methods of his Providence; but humbly and 
implicitly to acquieſce in denn and to adore 
them! Let us ſatisfy our ſelves, That every thing 
is certainly order d by Him after the apteſt, and 
beſt, and moſt becoming manner, though our 
Firſt: Apprehenſions ſhould ſuggeſt - otherwiſe to 
us; and that no Contrivance, no Policy,” no 
Prudence whatſoever,” can in any reſpect deviate 
from his Scheme, without leaving us in a much 
worſe Condition than it found us! For 
Great and Marvellous are thy Works, Lord God: 
Almighty ! Juſt and Tue are All thy Ways, 
thon King of Saints! 
To Thee, Father, Il and Holy Ghoſt, -be 
render d, as is moſt due, all poſſible Honour, 
Adoration, and Praiſe, now, and for Ever! 
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B ao K s Pet fo T. Tho. | 5 
at the Half Moon in * Pals. 4 
Church-yard. | 


He Power of Charity to cover Sin. A Sermon Fresch 
ed before the Preſident and Governors of Bridewel] 
= Bethlehem, in Bridewei· Chapel, Auguſt 16 1694. 3 
A Sermon Preach'd before = Honourable the Houſe I 
of Commons, at St. Margarets Weſtminſter, May 29. 
1701. being the Anniverſary for the Reformation of K. 
Cbarles the IT. ; 
A Sermon Preached beſore the Hodourable the Houſe 
of Commons, at St. Margarets Weſtminſter on Wedneſday 
Mareh 8. 1703. being the Day of Her Majeſtics Happy 
Acceſſion to the the Throne 
The Rule of Doing as we would * unto, Enplain'd 3 
in a Sermon Preached preach'd. before Her Majeſty at 
St. James Chapel on Sunday, November $2704: Pub- 
liſhed by Her Majeſties Eſpecial Comman 
Of Religious Retirement : a Sermon Preach'd before 
che Queen at St. James's Chapel on Friday. March, 23. 
1705. Publiſhed by Her Majeſties Eſpecial Command. 
All five by Francis Atterbery, D. D Dean of C arl; ite, 
and ä in Ordjnaey.co he r Mojelly. | 
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